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Focusing on Excellence!

The Foundation for DCPS has awarded 2017 Focus Award

grants to two teachers at Heritage Park High School.

Science teacher Katelyn West received a $1,000 award in

the area of literacy during a ceremony earlier this month.

Social studies teacher Josh Scherrer was awarded a $1,000

award in the area of technology.

Katelyn will use her award to purchase scanner/reader

pens that students can use to highlight text; the wireless

pens read the text aloud and record the information onto a

computer. Katelyn said her goal is that this resource will

help her students better understand scientific terms, which

will allow her to go into greater depth in her teaching. 

As part of his integration of 

technology into his classroom at

HPHS, Josh introduced 

Chromebooks earlier this year.

With his Focus Award money,

Josh plans to purchase an iMac

with compatible tablets. Josh also

acknowledged that several 

students in his classroom have

demonstrated significant artistic

interest and ability, so Josh plans

to also purchase a digital pen. “As

you draw, it transfers the image to the tablet and then to

the iMac; you can digitize everything you do,” Josh said.

In presenting the awards, Foundation for DCPS executive

director addressed Heritage Park students who were in 

attendance, reminding them, “Your teachers really care

about you all and really want you all to succeed. The

Foundation is delighted to be a partner with the work

being done at Heritage Park High School.”
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Best Wishes to Our Honored Retirees!
We extend our best wishes to the following individuals,

who have announced their intentions to retire at the end

of the 2017-18 school year. Friends and colleagues are 

invited to attend receptions  on the following schedule to

share messages of congratulations and appreciation for all

they have done for the students of Daviess County Public

Schools.

Apollo High School

9 a.m. Friday, May 19

Diane Higdon, Ray Higgs, Kathleen Kreke, Kevin Lasley

Daviess County Middle School

3:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 16

Linda Hendley, Theresa Phelps, Stephanie Whitaker

Deer Park Elementary School

2:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 2

Ann Harris, Carm Leonard, Denise Preece, Sara Saylor

Whitesville Elementary School

3 p.m. Tuesday, May 9

Pat Howard, Kaye O’Bryan

Whitesville Elementary School

Wednesday, May 17 — Student celebration at 1 p.m., 

followed by reception for friends and family at 3 p.m.

Cindy Appleby

Retirement reception information may be sent to

grapevine@dcps.org

All schools/sites are reminded to provide a list of retiring

employees to Dana Boarman and Lora Wimsatt at Central

Office even if a reception is not planned. 

Continued from Page One

A video of the surprise check presentation to Katelyn and

Josh is posted online. Click HERE or copy and paste the

link below into your browser:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuWUGRlIqBg&list=

PLgdGiaVqh5OLhHcrrZ_yKs7gOaGyU1szI&index=1

2017 Focus Awards in the areas of Health and Great 

Expectations will be presented next month as the 

Foundation for DCPS continues to support outstanding

teachers across our district! 

Another way the Foundation for DCPS supports students

and learning is through the Exploration Station — 

an interactive and exciting mobile resource that takes

learning directly to our students! 

Last summer, six DCPS schools utilized the Exploration

Station to visit 10 neighborhoods; this year, 10 of our

schools have scheduled the Exploration Station to visit

more than 20 neighborhoods throughout the summer,

strengthening the school/home connection with innovative

learning resources, as well as healthy lifestyle activities,

while also partnering with our district’s Summer Feeding

Program.

To learn more about the Exploration Station, click HERE

or copy and paste this link into your browser:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh26k0GB3QU 

Executive director Vicki Quisenberry 

270-231-5583    or    vickiq@foundationfordcps.org

www.foundationfordcps.org 

Focusing on Excellence!

Coming this summer to our DCPS neighborhoods — 
the Exploration Station mobile classroom! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuWUGRlIqBg&list=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh26k0GB3QU


Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by

David Shutt, DCPS director of 

facilities and plant operations. His

staff remains committed to ensuring

safe, comfortable and attractive 

environments for teaching and 

learning.

Construction Report
Tamarack Elementary School 

All punch list items have been 

completed, bringing the TES renovation project to a 

conclusion.

Summer 2017 Projects

n A Pre-construction meeting was held last week for the
HVAC projects at CVMS and MLES. Purchase orders

have been issued for major equipment and work is 

scheduled to begin May 22 at both schools.

n The DCHS, CVMS and HES roof renovation projects
pre-bid meeting was held April 6 and bids were opened

on April 13.

n The Secure Entries project bid opening was held on
April 14.

n Planning continues for the flooring renovations at HES
and BES.

Security Camera Project

During Spring Break, members of the DCPS maintenance

and computer operations departments completed cable

pulls for the remaining camera locations districtwide.

South Western Communications is scheduled to complete

camera installation and system configuration in the near

future.

Burns Elementary Preschool Playground

Sod and a shade tree were scheduled to be installed last

week.

DPES Preschool Playground

Work is underway to prepare for the replacement of the

Deer Park preschool playground equipment. Equipment

similar to that at BES will be installed, along with a

grassy area and shade tree.

Athletic Facilities
DCHS and AHS Track and Field

RBS has completed architectural renderings for review

for both sites.  

AHS Practice Fields

Renovation work is in progress at the practice football

and girls’ soccer fields at AHS.  The fields have been

sprayed to kill off cool season grasses, and surface 

conditioning has begun on the football field. Weather 

permitting, the fields will be released for use in early to

mid-summer.

David Shutt

DCPS maintenance technician Josh DeGraw is pictured
above going over the previously tilled AHS practice 
football field with a drag to ensure a smooth surface. 

2017 Prom Schedule

Daviess County High School

9 p.m. to midnight Saturday, April 22

The Hines Center

Apollo High School

8 to 11 p.m. Saturday, April 29

RiverPark Center



Amber Banks and Kristen Powers have been appointed to

serve on the 2017 American Speech-Language-Hearing

Association Topic Committee on Academic and Clinical

Education. 

As members of this committee, their primary 

responsibility will involve participating in the peer-review

process by reviewing narrative submissions for the 

2017 ASHA convention and making recommendations 

regarding the inclusion of all Academic and Clinical 

Education (AACE) submissions for the 2017 program,

with a goal of ensuring a quality convention to benefit

professional participants. According to the ASHA website

(www.asha.org), the convention is “the strongest 

educational program for speech-language pathologists, 

audiologists, speech and hearing scientists and related 

professionals.”

Amber Banks is a speech-language pathology assistant at

Apollo High School and Burns Elementary School. She

has a bachelor of science degree in speech language

pathology and audiology from Brescia University.  

Kristen Powers is an ASHA-certified bilingual provider

(Spanish language) and speech language pathologist at

Audubon Elementary School and Sorgho Elementary

School. She has a bachelor’s degree in communication

sciences and disorders and Spanish from Brescia 

University and a master of science degree from Western

Kentucky University in the field of communication 

disorders. She also has a certificate of clinical competence

from The American Speech Language and Hearing 

Association. 

Their work in the Daviess County Public Schools district

includes screening, evaluating and providing treatment

services for preschool through high school students with

speech, language, fluency and voice disorders in the 

public school setting. 

The DCPS district serves about 1,000 students who 

require special services in the area of communication, 

including those with autism, developmental delays and

traumatic brain injuries. There are 23 speech language

pathologists in the district, each serving from 30 to 60 

students.

“What an incredible honor it is to be appointed to serve on

the 2017 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Topic Committee on Academic and Clinical Education,”

Amber said. “We are so grateful to Dr. James F. Naas for

this wonderful opportunity. Participating in the peer-

review process will allow us to be conversant on cutting

edge research and new therapy techniques. With this

knowledge, we will be able to continue to be of service to

DCPS students by helping them communicate and 

overcome their own adversities.”

Kristen agreed. “Everyone deserves a voice, regardless of

their disability,” she said. “Our job is to ensure that they

are able to communicate; when I can finally get them to,

that’s what keeps me going.”

DCPS educators named to national panel

Kristen Powers and Amber Banks will represent DCPS 
as members of an ASHA committee on academic and
clinical education. 

The Apollo High School Choir is hosting a Princess Tea fundraiser from 

3 to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $8 per person includes light refreshments and

photo opportunities. Members of the AHS Choir will be dressed as

princesses and will perform a short concert. Children are also invited to

dress in costume. 

Tickets are available at the door. For more information, contact choir 

director Shelby Wooldridge at shelby.wooldridge@daviess.kyschools.us 

or 270-852-7100.

AHS Choir to host Princess Tea



DCPS to host Teacher Recruitment Fair
DCPS is initiating a new recruiting adventure! 

In the past, we have conducted speed screenings for our 

elementary schools. Throughout the year, we have been 

focused on development of an event for the middle and high

schools and have considered many options to enhance our 

recruitment efforts in every area.

Daviess County Public Schools will host a Teacher 

Recruitment Fair from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, at

Burns Middle School. We will be publicizing the event at

colleges throughout Kentucky and the Tri-State region, on

social media and the district website. This event is open to

certified, prospective applicants in the areas of preschool

through grade 12.

Every school will be represented at this event, which will

feature refreshments, support for applying in TalentEd and 

a list of our current job openings. Attendees will be 

encouraged to bring resumes. Please help us get the word

out and invite potential applicants to visit us at this event

and consider being part of the DCPS team ... where we are

changing lives, every day. 

Nurturing our Future DCPS Leaders
DCPS is currently accepting applications for the 2017-18

Future Leaders Academy. Applicants must be a DCPS 

certified employee with three years of classroom teaching

experience. FLA seeks to develop and nurture leaders in

our school system who are focused on placing kids first

and strengthening personal leadership skills.

The program provides participants with an introduction to

DCPS Leadership at both the building and district levels.

Participants are involved in book studies, team building

and leadership activities and job shadowing, and have the

option to participate in Leadership retreats and 

recruitment activities with current DCPS Leaders.

The FLA opportunity can be found on the DCPS website

within the Employment tab (www.dcps.org ... scroll down

to Quick Links area on left-hand side of page; click on

“Employment.” Click HERE to go directly to that page.

Applications should be submitted by May 1. Participants

selected for the 2017-18 Future Leaders Academy will be

contacted by May 20.

Applicants should possess a sincere interest in serving in a 

leadership capacity (Team Leader, Content or Behavior

Specialist, Instructional Coach, Principal, Assistant 

Principal, Central Office administration). This is an 

excellent professional growth opportunity and occasion to

spend time learning about the outstanding DCPS 

organization.

Participation in this program is not a prerequisite to 

becoming a school or district leader in DCPS, nor are 

participants given preferential treatment when leadership

positions become available. However, we believe this 

program will better prepare participants for these 

opportunities when they arise.

Dr. Vicki Riley, Beverly Dawson and Anita Newman 
share “lessons learned” during their careers as highly
successful DCPS leaders during a recent FLA meeting.

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/
https://daviess.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=3874


DCPS Arts Showcase

Tapestry: Weaving the Arts Together
The Daviess County Public Schools district has 

announced the schedule for Arts Alive! This year’s theme

is “Tapestry: Weaving the Arts Together” and will 

spotlight student talents in a variety of the visual and 

performing arts.

All performances and displays will take place at the

Owensboro Convention Center and are open free to the

public. The schedule is as follows:

Sunday, April 23 – Orchestra, theatre and visual arts

Monday, April 24 – Choral performances and visual arts

Tuesday, April 25 – Band, instrumental, dance/interpretive

arts and visual arts

The visual arts gallery, featuring more than 500 two- and

three-dimensional visual arts products, will open at 1:30

p.m. Sunday and 4:30 p.m. Monday and Tuesday on the

dates listed above; performances are scheduled from 2 to

6 p.m. Sunday and from 5 to 8 p.m. Monday and Tuesday.

Anthony Sparks, district arts coordinator, said, “The event

will highlight many of our performing groups as well as a

multitude of visual art pieces created by DCPS students

this school year. It is a time to celebrate individual and

group student achievement in the arts and a time to reflect

on the positive impact quality arts education programs

have in our schools and community.”

All DCPS schools will be represented at this event. 

Students from all three levels will participate in vocal

music and visual arts. Students have been selected from

each of the 12 elementary schools to participate in a 

district choir of 120 students. Elementary students will

also perform in a percussion ensemble and a school-

specific honor choir.

Middle school students will present band, orchestra and

vocal music performances; and students from Apollo and

Daviess County high schools will participate in theatre,

dance, jazz band, indoor marching winds, winterguard 

and as members of various other woodwind, brass and

percussion ensembles.

Another highlight will be an orchestra comprised of adult

learners, their student teachers and their own children. In

addition, special services students from BMS will share an

interpretive piece in sign language; and special needs 

students from College View Middle School and Daviess

County High School will be in the spotlight with a dance

performance.

The annual DCPS arts showcase is open to the public with

free admission to all. “We are excited for our community

to see and hear all the great things going on in our 

district,” Tony said. “This event really spotlights the 

incredible talent of our students and the outstanding 

leadership of our visual and performing arts educators.” 

Tapestry

Weaving the Arts Together

The DCPS Customer Service Survey will close on Sunday, April 30. If you have not

already done so, please click HERE to share your feedback or copy and paste the

link below into your browser. We are committed to providing outstanding service to

our students, their families and our fellow staff members, and your feedback will

help us determine how we may improve our service.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LNZFWYG   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LNZFWYG


These weekly Healthy Lifestyle Tips are sponsored by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

For more information, visit www.healthymonday.org

Healthy Lifestyle Tip

KMEA Honors Choir to Perform May 6
A regional Elementary Honor Choir will convene for a

free public concert at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 6, in the 

auditorium at Daviess County High School. 

The choir is made up of more than 240 students 

representing 33 elementary schools in Daviess, Hancock,

Ohio, McLean, Henderson, Hopkins, Union and Webster

counties,  including all 12 DCPS elementary schools.

These schools represent Region 2 of the Kentucky Music

Educators Association. Students and music directors have

been rehearsing at their home schools and will come 

together for a shared rehearsal at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 6.

The event is being coordinated by KMEA District 2 

chairperson Deidre Goodman, who is the music educator

at East View Elementary School.

Guest conductor is John Jacobson of California, a 

nationally recognized songwriter, composer, arranger and

choreographer. A former choreographer for Disney,

Jacobson is currently affiliated with the Hal Leonard

music publishing company. Jacobson is the founder and

volunteer president of America Sings! Inc., a non-profit

organization that encourages young people to dedicate

their time and talents to community service.

The experience is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for

local children to work under the direction of a world-

renowned artist and conductor. The performance is the

culmination of hours of committed effort on behalf of

music teachers and directors at schools across our region,

as well as the talented young people who will be in their

spotlight, and their supportive families.  Mark your 

calendar and plan to attend this special performance!

n KEA is conducting a short survey
around the use of assessments in our

schools and districts. This survey is

to help with upcoming work around

the Every Student Succeeds Act

(ESSA) and 2017 Senate Bill 1.  If

you are a current educator, please

click HERE and help us gather data

regarding the assessments students

take and how they impact instruction.

n Have you checked out your KEA
or NEA benefit pages lately?  You

may be find some great deals!

n Our next DC-KEA meeting will
begin at 3:45 p.m. Monday, April 24,

at the DCPS Learning Center. All

members are welcome!

n Interested in being more involved?
Contact your building representative or Danielle Ellis

(Learning Center), Gail Edmunds (Transportation), John

Brett (DCMS), or Rhondalyn Randolph (DCHS) to find

out how!

Questions or comments? 

Contact your DC-KEA Co-Presidents — 

Danielle Ellis

DCPS Learning Center, 270-852-7226

danielle.ellis@daviess.kyschools.us

Gail Edmunds 

DCPS Transportation Department

marian.edmunds@daviess.kyschools.us 

Danielle Ellis

Gail Edmunds

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnPodc6iSp0iZjSkwmRxOeL_9ti7PMo2CAXl93JGB-SI1zWQ/viewform

